Chromosome aberrations in the mother and the newborn from drug-addiction pregnancies.
Cytogenetic data were obtained prenatally and at delivery from 99 addicted pregnant women (80 from a methadone maintenance program and 19 heroin addicts) and their 101 offspring at delivery. About 10% of the 27,907 cells scored showed chromosomal aberrations. Chromosome damage was random and affected all chromosomes. There were no standard abnormal karyotypes. Apgar scores appeared to have some type of association with chromosome damage. In this study there were about 14 aberrations for every 10 aberrant cells scored.